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Synopsis

"This comprehensive and practical text provides a clear introduction to health policy analysis ... The
book combines an overview of the theoretical base of the field with a range of real world examples
drawn from different settings ... It is widely recognised as an essential text of international
relevance, for students and practitioners alike. | highly recommend it to the new generation of
activist-scholars in the field." Lucy Gilson, Professor of Health Policy and Systems, University of
Cape Town, South Africa Part of the Understanding Public Health series, this bestselling book is the
leading text in the field. It focuses on how health policy is made nationally and globally, clearly
explaining the key concepts from political science with a wide array of engaging examples. This
edition is fully updated to reflect new research and ways of thinking about the health policy process.
Written by leading experts, this clear and accessible book addresses the "how" of health policy
making in a range of international settings. The book provides an accessible approach to
understanding: Health policy analysis Power and policy making Public and private sector Agenda
setting Government roles in policy Interest groups and policy Policy implementation Globalization
and policy process Policy research and evaluation Doing policy analysis Making Health Policy 2nd
edition is an ideal resource for students of public health and health policy, public health practitioners
and policy makers. Understanding Public Health is an innovative series published by Open
University Press in collaboration with the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine. It provides
self-directed learning covering the major issues in public health affecting low, middle and
high-income countries. Series Editors: Rosalind Plowman and Nicki Thorogood. "This book is
excellent and unique in the way it addresses complexity within the field of global health and policies
in a simplified and practical way. Each chapter is structured to include Activities and Feedback,
which fosters reflection and adult learning. This approach makes the book ideal for teaching at all
levels of university. | highly recommend it." GAfran Tomson, Professor of International Health
Systems Research, Karolinska Institutet, Sweden "This is an excellent and accessible introduction
to the politics of health policy-making by three of the worlda ™s leading scholars on the subject. If
anyone thinks that improving the health of a population is solely about getting the interventions and
policy content right, this book will surely disavow them of that belief. Political dynamics matter, and
the authors draw on the most up-to-date research to provide practitioners and students with clear,
sensible, evidence-based guidance on how to manage these dynamics." Jeremy Shiffman,
Associate Professor of Public Administration and Policy, American University, USA. "Making Health
Policy is a must-read for those studying and working in global health. It provides a unique

introduction to core concepts in global health policy and brings politics to the core of public health.



Why do some issues get more attention than others? Why is evidence-based policy-making so
difficult? How can we understand and study power in the health system? This book provides
answers to these crucial questions." Devi Sridhar, James Martin Lecturer in Global Health Politics,
Oxford University, UK "Having used the earlier edition of this book, | would highly recommend it.
The book provides an outstanding mix of policy theories, described in clear and accessible terms,
with up-to-date and engaging examples from across the world that illustrate the application of those
theories. Frequent activities throughout the book provide openings for greater student engagement
in the subject matter. It's a great resource for teaching." Sara Bennett, Associate Professor, Johns
Hopkins School of Public Health, USA "This book is an excellent teaching tool on policy making in
the field of public health. It is very clearly structured and written, and provides a wealth of concrete
examples to illustrate new concepts ... One of the key strengths is to highlight the political nature of
health policy making, not presenting it as a technocratic process, but very much part of power
dynamics at the local, national and global level." Chantal Blouin, Associate Director, Centre for
Trade Policy and Law, Carleton University/University of Ottawa, Canada "A great introduction and
reference for health policy students, offering clear and concise explication of key theories about
policy-making and applied to the health sector. This book unravels the complex world of health
politics and decision-making, making it comprehensible for many who have difficulty understanding
the system they work in, or aspire to enter the world of health policy to make a difference."

Professor Vivian Lin, School of Public Health, La Trobe University, Australia
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Customer Reviews

Kent Buse has taught at Yale University and the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and
is the author of several titles on health policy and global health governance. He presently serves as
Senior Advisor, policy and strategy, to the Executive Director of UNAIDS. Nicholas Mays is
Professor of Health Policy at the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, UK. He is co-editor
of the Journal of Health Services Research & Policy and has advised the New Zealand Treasury
and Ministry of Health. Gill Walt is Emeritus Professor of International Health Policy at the London

School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, UK and an author of several titles in the area of health

policy.

| purchased this book for a health policy class | took as part of a master’s in public health program.
I've read a lot of policy books and documents in my time and know the subject matter can be dry
(even for someone who is interested in the topic). But this book was surprisingly easy to read and
gave clear explanations for the many theoretical terms and analytic frameworks it went over. It uses
a lot of real world examples to illustrate its points. It gives a broad overview of the different actors,
frameworks, and decision-making factors that going into creating policy, with a specific focus on
health policy. | enjoyed reading this book and felt it conveyed useful information for those wanting

an overview of how policies are developed.

Had to use it for a class, very insightful.

It is a course | am currently studying and the content is just what | needed. | would recommend it to

my course mates.

| got this for someone doing their MHA. According to her, the information is clear, concise and uses
good examples. It is a good addition to one’s library since it covers many concepts and theories well
and its application to real life situations.

this book is exercellent

very useful for the researchers
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